the war situation, september 5, 1940
—or whatever is Herr Hitler's latest date—we shall be free from
the menace of deadly attack from overseas ; because winter, with
its storms, its fogs, its darkness, may alter the conditions, but
some of the changes cut both ways. There must not be for one
moment any relaxation of effort or of wise precaution, both of
which are needed to save our lives and to save our cause. I shall
not, however, be giving away aay military secrets if I say that
we are very much better off than we were a few months ago, and
that if the problem of invading Great Britain was a difficult one
in June, it has become a far more difficult and a far larger problem
in September.
Indeed, while all this preparation for home defence has been
going forward on a gigantic scale, we have not hesitated to send a
continuous stream of convoys with reinforcements to the Middle
East. In particular, a few days ago we found it possible almost
to double the effective strength of our Fleet in the Eastern
Mediterranean by sending some of our most powerful modern
vessels to reinforce the flag of Sir Andrew Cunningham, the
admiral in the Eastern Mediterranean. This movement, while
plainly visible to the Italians, was not molested by them. Some
of our great ships touched at Malta on the way, and carried a few
things that were needed by those valiant islanders and their
garrison, who, under a remarkably resolute Governor, General
Dobbie, are maintaining themselves with the utmost constancy.
We must expect heavy fighting in the Middle East before very
long. We have every intention of maintaining our positions
there with our utmost strength, and of increasing our sea-power,
and the control which follows from sea power, throughout the
Mediterranean, not only in the eastern basin but in the western
basin. In this way, both at home and abroad, we shall persevere
along our course, however the winds may blow.

